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and obeyed. A world 1
world. The five COT

People pract

worship. T

Religion is a pelief in & sup€
e world religions ar

Buddhism and Judaism.

pleasing to their g
and may worship either priv.

baby

that must beé loved, worshipped
that is practised throughout the
[slam, Hinduism,

rnatural power
is a religion
e Christianity,

eligion
ces that they believe are
od or gods. Followers read sacred scriptures
ately at home OT in a place of
pecial rituals, such as when a

s married or someone dies.
beliefs about how they
this life, and also about life

ising a religion follow practi

hey often carry out s
is born, a couple get
Religious people have
should behave in
after death.
Learning about world religions can
help us to understand each other’s
differences. We learn about the

different ways people try to
lead good lives and make

the world a better place.

World religions are
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practised by many people
of different cultures.
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Jslam is the religion of Muslims. ‘Islam’ means
‘peace through willing submission to Allah',
The word ‘Muslim’ means ‘one who submits
to Allah’. Allah is the Muslim name for God.

Muslims believe that there is one god, Allah,
and that Mohammad is his messenger. The
Muslim scripture is called the Koran, or
Qur’an. The Koran shows Muslims how Allah
wants them to live. Islam influences every
aspect of Muslim life, including:

. worship practices

£ family life

[ eating habits

« the way they wash and dress.

Muslims believe in the prophets discussed in
the Jewish scriptures. They believe in Jesus
but, unlike Christians, they believe Jesus was
a prophet and not the Son of God.

S "i-‘;‘”‘@,“"‘ () - ‘.. o e, r“ ‘ :
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There are two main branches of Islam:

v e

-'AI‘ v 4..1‘ JJ"‘ "/"
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I
|

The Koran

@ the Sunnis, who make up about 84 to
90 per cent of the world’s Muslims

@ the Shi'ites.

The Sunnis and Shi’ites practise Islam in a

similar way but have different beliefs about
who were Mohammad'’s successors.

The crescent and star
form the universal
symbol of Islam.
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uslims believe in one god,
Allah, and that Mohammad is
the Last Prophet. Muslims ajs,

believe in angels.

Allals

Muslims believe that there is only
one god, Allah, and that they
must obey him. They must follow
the teachings of the Koran and
follow the example of the Prophet
Mohammad. Muslims believe
that at the end of time Allah will
judge all people, and if they have
followed his commands they will

go to Heaven.
Muslims believe that Allah:

¢« knows everything and nothing
is hidden from him

@ decides who will go to Heaven
and who will go to Hell

@ can do anything

@ will live forever

@ created the universe

@ is peaceful, compassionate and
forgiving.

A Muslim place of worship
is called a mosque.
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The Last Prophet

Muslims believe that Mohammad, who lived
in the 600s CE, is the Last Prophet. They
believe that Mohammad received regular
messages from Allah during his lifetime.
These teachings make up the Koran.

It is considered disrespectful to draw pictures
or show images of Mohammad. A movie made
of his life used an actor who portrayed him
off-camera.

Muslims always add the words ‘Sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam’ after they say the Prophet’s
name, It means ‘the peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him’.

Angels

Muslims believe that Allah created angels
from light. These angels can change their
appearance and they also have a number of
duties. These are;

@ to praise Allah

@ to carry Allah’s throne

@ to carry his message.

Muslims believe everyone has two guardian
angels that are always with, them to guide
and help them. Angels write down the good
and bad deeds of each person in a book.
Allah will use this book at the end of time
when he judges everybody.
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e Pillars of

gen erously
ve

All Muslims must observe the Fiv
I[slam and must behave truthfully,
and respectfully. Some Muslims also ser
Allah as muftis, imams O sheikhs.

& T [

The Five Pillars of Islam, which Muslims must
follow, are:
¢ reciting the shahadah, which is ‘there is no
god but Allah and his Prophet
is Mohammad’
© praying five times a day
© fasting from dawn to sunset
during Ramadan
[ giving to charity
¢ going on a pilgrimage to Mecca at least
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five times a day is calle
salat and is one of the”
Five Pillars of Islam.

1
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once in their lifetime (if they can afford it).

-
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Muslim
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s must be truthful, generous and

respectful in their everyday lives. They must:

q

P~

tell the truth

deal fairly with other people

avoid killing anybody

avoid doing evil

teach other people about the Koran

not make pictures of Allah or Mohammad
not quarrel over money ot anything else
not charge interest on loans or deal

with interest

give two-fifths of their income to charity.
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Muftis, imams and sheikhs are very
important leaders in Muslim communities.
[hey are responsible tor guiding their
communities so thev follow Mohammad's
teachings. Sometimes, they become
politicians to encourage a wider audience
to follow the Prophet’s teachings. They are
expected to provide spiritual guidance in
their duties as a politician.

Muftis

Muttis are highly trained Islamic scholars,
responsible tor interpreting Islamic law.
Their duties include giving legal opinions
on issues, either privately or to judges.
These legal opinions are called fatwas.

Imams

Imams are leaders of Islamic congregations.
They lead the prayers and preach sermons
in mosques.

Sheikhs

Traditionally, ‘sheikh’ is the word for a
tribal leader and means ‘elder’ or ‘revered
wise man’. Sheikhs are elected by the
community. They solve disputes, such as
arguments between a husband and wife

or who owns a particular piece of land.
Sheikhs are also responsible for the poorer
members of the community. A sheikh'’s wife
is considered very important and receives
much respect from the community.

These days, a sheikh can also perform the
same duties as an imam.

The imam of the Grand Mosque
of Mecca, Abdul Rahman bin
Abdul Aziz al-Sudais, leads a
ol | congregation in prayer.

A M AT O AT O ] y ]
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Sheikh Ali Gomaa is the Grand
Mufti of Egypt and a highly
respected Islamic scholar.
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The Koran is written
in Arabic.

The most important scripture for Muslims is the Koran.
Muslims recite it every day and memorise as much of

it as they can. Muslims also have great respect for another
scripture called the Hadith.

To Allah belongs the kingdom
of the Heavens and of the
garth, and all that is i1
them and he is yawclﬁd over
ever}'thilw.

Koran, Surat 5:1 20

R
-

B The Koran

B The Koran tells Muslims how Allah wants them to live, so
B8 they will go to Heaven when they die. It was revealed to the
Prophet Mohammad by Allah through the angel Jibril.

Create 1o mischief on Earth

. The Koran is divided into 114 sections or chapters called
i " surah is wri i - e
af[gr it Tias been set in order. i s and is written in thyming Arabic.

Korat, SuraH 7:56 The Koran must be treated with great respect. Muslims
§o always wash before they touch it and it must not be touched
i 1i unnecessarily. It is usually put on special table or a stand
- 1 ! wrapped in cloth. No one is allowed to put anything on it,
. 1 be noisy around it or eat while it is being read. When the
-y = rer——

Koran s not being read It Is usually safely stored away.
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| The Hadith is another important scripture to

. Muslims. It contains the sayings of Mohammad and
| explains the Koran, particularly the sections on

' law and religious observance. The Hadith also gives
'l information about the Prophet Mohammad’s life,
such as how he prayed, his family and the wars he
fought in.

Mohammad passed on his teachings orally to his
wives, family and followers. They in turn told them
to other people. The Hadith was first compiled as a
text in the 800s CE by two scholars called Bukhari
and Muslim.

Muslim women in Indonesia take part
in a weekly reading of the scriptures.

- P

71-72

If you give charity openly |
it is well, and if you hide
it and give it to the poor
it is better for YOu.

HADITH, BukHarl 2:271
And whoever is given

knowledge is given indeed. .
abundant weal_th.:-', i3

HADITH, Buiany 2:269 *
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T“k‘ Prophet Mohammad is the most important religious leader to Muslims,
\fter he died, his work was carried on by caliphs. An important caliph was

Umar ibn al-Khattab.

Mohammac 25" ~ uslims, the Sacrec
) ad 5T ‘! “Mosque in Mecca is the
NMohammad grew up in Mecca, Hijaz, which *j “holiest place on Earth.
Is now Saudi Arabia. He did not approve of :-

the way his neighbours worshipped idols,
got drunk and, Mohammad felt, treated
women like slaves.

In 610 Ct, the angel |ibril spoke to Mohammad.
Jibril told him that he was to be Allah’s last
prophet. From that time until his death in

632 ce, Mohammad received regular messages
from Allah. These teachings make up the Koran.
Mohammad could not read and write but he
memorised the teachings and they were written
down later by his followers.

Not everybody appreciated Mohammad's
teachings and he was forced to leave Mecca in
622 ck. Eight years later, with an army of

10 000 men, he conquered Mecca with almost
no resistance. Mohammad then forgave his
enemies and the citizens became Muslims and
worshipped Allah.

Mohammad was married to eight wives. He had
three sons, who died young, and four daughters.
He is buried in a tomb in the Mosque of the

Prophet in Medina, Saudi Arabia.
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Umar ibn al-Khattab  584—-644 ce

%
e e
Umar ibn al-Khattab was the second caliph Umar administered the conquered lands
_ after Mohammad died. He ruled from without too much trouble. This was partly :
) 634-644 CE. because the conquered people had not liked \r |
a ; their previous rulers, particularly the Romans.
Umar was familiar with Mohammad and 1 |
his teachings because his daughter was Umar was seen as a much fairer ruler. He kept ri |
' Mohammad’s fourth wife. Umar was one of the some of the processes set up by the Romans " |
leaders who helped collect and write down the and allowed non-Muslims with expertise to i) |
Koran. He was worried that the people who keep their roles in government. He issued a | ?. i
I recited the Koran could be killed in battle and policy of tolerance towards Christians and Jews |
the scripture would be lost. and did not force them to convert to Islam. I
There were many battles in Umar’s lifetime. He Not everybody appreciated Umar, however, i
conquered Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Iran, and he was stabbed to death by a slave in
North Africa, Armenia and Persia, and spread 644 CE. As he was dying he appointed a

Islam throughout these countries. committee to select the new caliph.

=
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The most important worship practices for Muslims are praying five times a day
and going on a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in their lifetime.

The Muslim word for prayer is salat. Muslims can pray anywhere, but it is
considered best to pray at a mosque. Muslims must take their shoes off before

entering a mosque and wash before they pray. This ritual washing is called wudu.
[t involves washing the hands and arms to the elbows, rinsing the mouth, nose

and ears, wiping the hair and washing the feet.

Muslims kneel on a mat and face in the direction of Mecca to pray. This is
because Mecca is the religious centre of the Muslim world.

Prayer times
Muslims practise salat every day of the week at set times. The five prayer times are:

© Fajr, which means dawn « Maghrib, which means sunset
© Dhuhr, which means midday @ Isha, which means evening.
«© Asr, which means afternoon

This is the typical floor ~ The five prayer times are for Muslims to remember Allah and seek his guidance,
plan of a mosque. mercy and forgiveness.

Minaret, a slim tower with a Main prayer hall, with Mihrab, or niche, showing
balcony from where the muezzin mats for the congregation the direction of prayer
summons people to prayer (towards Mecca)
Women’s area, at the back and sides Men'’s area, at the front and centre

Main
entrance

_ : No
D00 0000000 0QCe0D0D

Fountain, for

ritua' Washiﬂg —-——’
(wudu)
Dakka, a platform from where the Minbar, or pulpit, from
14 R muezzin calls Muslims for prayer where the imam preaches
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Muslims make the pilgrimage to
Mecca during the month of
Dhul-Hijja in the Islamic calendar.
This pilgrimage is called the Hajj,
\|1!1|'n.lk:.l‘.l\lEL':.\' three million people

travel to Mecca at this time.

Some of the acts Muslims perform
during the Hajj are:
chanting prayvers and walking
around the Kaaba at least seven
times in an anti-clockwise
direction
drinking water from the Well
of Zamzam
visiting Mount Arafat
visiting the Mount of Mercy,
where Mohammad delivered his
last sermon
collecting pebbles at Muzdalifah

going to the three stone pillars at
the Village of Mina and throwing
49 pebbles at the pillar that
represents Iblis. Iblis is the angel
that makes trouble for Muslims.
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Ihram clothing

When pilgrims reach Mecca they
wear an ihram. This is two pieces of
white cloth for men and a long dress
for women, which leave only their
faces and hands bare. This is to make
everyone look similar, to symbolise

that they are all equal in the sight
of Allah.

Pilgrims circle the Kaaba,
which is inside the Sacred
Mosque in Mecca and is the
holiest building in Islam.
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Two celebrations that are extremely important to Muslims
are Ramadan and Id al-fitr.

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Muslim calendar. It is a
special month as it was during Ramadan that the Koran was
first revealed to the Prophet Mohammad. Each year, Ramadan
begins eleven days ecarlier than in the previous vear, so it is
often observed in different seasons.

During Ramadan, Muslims aim to read all of the Koran. They
also fast each day, from dawn to sunset, unless they are young
children, are ill or are travelling. Money saved by missing a
meal is given to the poor before the end of Ramadan. This

is so the poor can buy food and new clothes in time for

Id al-fitr, the feast that marks th
: e end of Ramadan.

. Muslims say fasting bring them closer tq Allah and reminds
them about the poor and the hungr
faiting teaches self-control.

i

y. The Koran also says

: ; ( i
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Id al-fitr is the feast that follows Ramadan. It is a time of much
rejoicing and everyone wears new clothes to celebrate. I1d ad-fitr
is announced by:

the call to prayer from the mosque

gun fire

dan announcement on radio or television.

Once Id al-fitr is announced, everyone cries ‘Id Mubarak’,
meaning ‘Happy Id’, and people exchange hugs and
handshakes. Then everyone goes to the mosque for special
prayers and a sermon. The service is about half an hour long.

After attending the mosque, families break their fast by eating
dates. They then pray together and have a celebration feast.
This is followed by a three- or four-day holiday.

The Islamic calendar is different
from the Western Gregorian
calendar. Holy days fall on the
same date each Islamic year

but aver time they will occur in
different seasons. Here are some
of the major Islamic holy days,
with the approximate Gregorian
months in which they will occur:

Islamic New Year

|anuary

Day of Ashura

10 Muharram
January or February

Milad un Nabi (Mohammad’s
Birthday)

12 or 17 Rabiul Awal
March or April

Ramadan

The whole month of Ramadan
August or September

Id al-fitr

1 to 3 Shawwal
September or October

The Hajj (pilgrimage
to Mecca)

8 to 13 Dhul-Hijja
November or December
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lmportant Muslims include the women in Mohammad’s family and the ancient
Muslim astronomers and mathematicians. Astronomy helped Muslims determine
the times for prayer, the date of the new moon and the precise direction of Mecca,

Bint Khuwaylid 560-620 ce

ohammad’s first wife, Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid, was a successful businesswoman. |
She supported Mohammad so he could spend his time worshipping Allah and
teaching people about Islam. Khadijah encouraged Mohammad, comforted him
and believed in him. Muslims see her as a good role model for Muslim women.

Aisha Bint AbuBakar 613-678 ce 1

A isha Bint AbuBakar was Mohammad’s third wife. She is remembered for her work | "‘3'

recording and preserving the Hadith. A’isha was known for her skills in mathematlcs%ii
poetry and medicine, and for her passion for educating women i
and children. Scholars still study her teachings today. 4

e .-««“*’3

Fatima Al Zahra
615-632 ce ‘

Fatima Al Zahra was Mohammad
and Khadijah’s youngest daughter.
She was known for her courage
because she often had to defend =
her father’s teachings. She is
also known for her generosity.. -
Fatima gave away so many. o herl_._ £y L
-possessions that she often ha
« very little for herself. A centre for . rl
 women’s rights in Baghdad iraq," '
was named after hei’. i :

Wﬁ}men i computer siull o
: 93@' ma Al Zahra Centre for
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4/ Nasiv al-Din al-Tusi
| ' 12011274 ce
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi was in charge of one of the world’s first

astronomical observatories, which was built in north-west
Iran in the 1200s. The scientists used instruments called

SO IR0 IRy
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. astrolabes to study the sky. Nasir was a very clever man. He E _
observed the movements of the planets and wrote about R ¢!
trigonometry, geometry, biology and ethics. : .

? h

:_: :

~ Mohammad ibn Musa al-Khwarazmi ‘¢
f

. 780-850 ce

I

|

| Mohammad ibn Musa al-Khwarazmi lived in what is now

| Iraq. He worked at an academy called the House of Wisdom in
Baghdad, and wrote books on algebra, astronomy and Arabic

numbers. He came up with the word ‘Al-jabr’ to describe the
type of maths now known the world over as ‘algebra’.

- lbn al-Haytham  965-1040 ce

} 'Iﬁn al-Haytham was born in Basra, Irag, in 965 CE. He was an
astronomer who worked out that the Mliky ‘t,-“.'a),r is made up of
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The Koran has specific teachings
clothes and food. Muslims believe

|
AN
V)
.i|]r_|[,-|
that

following these teachings is the proper

way to behave.

Muslim men often wear a long gown

or a long-sleeved top over baggy pants.
They may also wear a kufi, which is a
short, crocheted cap. In the Middle
East, Muslim men may wear a head-

covering called a kafia. It touches the

shoulders and is held in position by a
band around the forehead. Kafias help to
protect the men from the sun and sand.

The Koran advises Muslim women
to dress modestly. This is to prevent
men from being tempted by female
beauty. Some Muslim women wear a
hijab when they are out in public.

A hijab is a scarf-like garment worn
over the head. In Iran, Saudi Arabia

and Afghanistan, Muslim women

wear a garment called a chador, which
covers them from head to toe so that

only their eyes can be seen.

Women who wear a hijab or chador
do not have to wear them at home.

Most Turkish Muslim women do not
wear a hijab as the government does

not allow it.
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The Koran has several rules about foods Muslims can and cannot eat. Foods that
are ‘haram’ are forbidden by Islamic law. Foods that are ‘halal’ are allowed.

Haram foods

It is forbidden for Muslims to eat any of the following:
animals that are not killed in the halal method

pork (or any type of pig meat)

blood
meat that has been offered to idols, because the animal was slaughtered

without the name of Allah being said.

It is also considered haram to drink alcohol.

Halal foods
Sunni Muslims consider all fish to be halal, or allowed to be eaten. Shi'ite
Muslims consider only some kinds of fish to be halal.

For meat to be halal, the animal must be ritually slaughtered. The correct method
is to cut the throat so the blood drains quickly from the animal’s body. This is so
the animal does not suffer and does not realise it is going to die.

Muslims must begin their meals by saying the basmala. They say, ‘In the name
of Allah the Compassionate, the Caring’.

A N 21
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When a baby is born, the parents recite the Adhan, or call to prayer, into the
right ear. Then the parents whisper the Iqamah,

babv's

or the call to stand up for the ritual
prayer, into the baby’s left ear.

o l

S g Wlu-n Muslim babies are born, the first words they hear are ven
important. The naming ceremony of a Muslim babv is also important.

A \ lgamaH !
] ADHAN o
N " Allah is most great :
A Allah is most great | testify that th}clrf Is ml: Jod ‘l:;l i.;\llnh
1 ; i« most qreal AL that Mohamm
-I\III:.I..‘-I:I;": rll;.:{ {:Ifft is no ‘;]od but Anuﬂ;; el [Iﬂ:; :::Z?; ot of llah i
| 1 testify that there is no od but A Come to prayer

1 testify that Mohan ]:5 3 Come to salvation
— 3 the Messenger Al 50 g ¢ prayer IS Wﬂd;

Come lo prayer & prayer is

l come to salvation | allahis Great |
B Allah is great o s | Allah is Great _1=
| There is no ﬂod lfqung: There is rwgod auytl;ﬂah- i
22 ] ;f:, ; S
A oA
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Seven days after a Muslim baby is born,
a naming ceremony is held for them.
The baby’s head is shaved and the hair is i
weighed. The parents donate the weight
in silver to the poor.

Suitable names for Muslim children
include Mohammad or any of the names
of his family. Names that show a close
relationship to Allah are also suitable,
such as the boy's name Abdullah, which
means ‘servant of Allah’.

Male Muslim babies

Male Muslim babies are also
circumcised during the naming
ceremony. In some Muslim countries
parents delay the time the boy is
circumcised. In Java and Yemen,
boys are circumcised when they
are 10 to 12 years old.

In India, Muslim parents take
their baby to a mosque to
pray before the circumcision
is performed.

.......
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Muslim girlsare
taught to lookl
after the home in
preparation for
marriage.

Muslim children are taught household chores as they grow up, to help make
them responsible adults. There are also two significant stages of growing up.
These are the age of distinguishing and the age of maturity.

When Muslim children become teenagers, their parents begin to teach them

household chores and encourage them to share family responsibilities, Young
WOIMEen are l.uu_;ht'lmlw to take care of the house and cook. Young men are taught
how to do repairs. This is to prepare them for marriage or if their parents die young:

Muslims often marry when they are stil] teenagers, The Koran and the Hadith
both cncourage young Inurriugu.

‘
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Mothers who are divorced may keep their children at home until they

have reached the age of distinguishing. For a boy, this is when they
are about seven years old. This is considered the time when he is old
-lean and feed himself independently. _

Girls can stay with their mother until they are nine so ; 5

they can learn more about female habits and duties.

enough to dress,

A Poem rop MMy TEENAGERS

I happy times, praise alla),

| difficult Moments, seek Allq),
D quiet times, Worship Alla)

I painful Homents, trust Allq)
And iy every moment, thayh Allah

an adult. There is no fixed age but it is usually at 15 years,
unless the child shows signs of physical and sexual é
development before then. &

[he age of maturity is when a Muslim child is considered §
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Boys who reach the age of \
maturity often attend classes in :
their local mosque. 't

i
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Jslamic marriages follow the teachings of the Koran. It js not
; omantic love, but on ancestry, proj erty

always based on I L
artner is and the benefits to both famjjjeg

how religious the p
| The Koran allows ht
as he can support the

1sbands to have up to four wives as long
m financially and fairly.

The groom must give his future bride a mahr before they

marry. This is usually money or jewellery, which

is hers to keep and use as she wants, Muslim
women keep their own surname when

In Tanzania, the bride

has henna-painted . .
hands and the groom ; - they get married.
wears a head covering.
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The clothes a Muslim bride or
groom wears depends on the
country in which they live. In
India the bride will wear a sari
and have her hands painted
with henna. If a Muslim couple
marries in a western country,
such as the US or Australia, a
bride will normally wear a white

BN DN

dress and veil.
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The Muslim wedding ceremony
is very simple. The local imam
usually performs the ceremony.
He reads from the Koran and
then gives a short talk about
marriage and the couple’s
responsibilities to each other.
The couple then declares their
acceptance of each other and
the imam declares that they are
husband and wife. The imam
then asks the congregation to
recite the Koran.

The most important part of the
ceremony, however, is the signing
of the marriage contract. Once
the contract is signed, the bride
and groom are officially married.

After the ceremony the guests
say ‘baarakallahu lakum wa
baraka alaikum’, which means
‘may Allah bless you and invoke
his benediction on you'.

The wedding ceremony

usually ends with a feast.

After the wedding ceremony,
friends and family celebrate
with a wedding feast.
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Mmlims follow a number of rituals when
someone is dying and at the funeral. They
also believe in life after death.

If a Muslim is still conscious when they are
dying, they will ask their family and friends
for forgiveness and blessings and to read to
them from the Koran. They also want the last
word they hear before they die to be "Allah’.

After a Muslim dies, their body is washed all
over with soap by someone of the same sex,
either at home, at the mosque or at a special

Muslim building.
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The body is wrapped in a shroud made of
white cloth. Women are wrapped in five
layers of cloth and men three. The body is
then taken to an open space or the mosqu¢
for funeral prayers. The funeral is led by an
imam or by a family member, with a short
speech by the imam.

The burial

After the funeral, the body is physically
carried to the cemetery. This is considered
more respectful than riding in a comfortable
car. Muslims do not use coffins unless they
have to for health reasons. The face of the
body is turned to the right and they ar¢
buried so that they face Mecca. Muslims do
not believe in cremation.
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Muslims believe in Heaven and THell, and where they
go depends on their deeds. Fortunately, in Islam,
good deeds count ten times more than bad deeds.
Muslims believe there are seven levels of Hell, with
hypocrites being put on the lowest level.

Muslims do not go to Heaven or Hell straight after
they die. Their soul waits in barzakh, which is the
waiting place until Judgement Day when Allah
judges everybody.

Prayer and the pilgrimage to Mecca are
considered good deeds which will help a
Muslim get to Heaven, or Paradise.

Scanned with CamScanner



P AN T LN LR T NN e T mms o men e N AN A
7N O AN A S AW

»

' Jslam is the second largest religion in the world, with
approximately 1.5 billion followers. Muslims can be found 3]
over the world, with many living in Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan,
Syria, Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Somalia, Sudan,
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Russia, China, Europe, Lebanon
and Turkey.

The country with the world’s largest Muslim community
is Indonesia. It has 1.7 million Muslims, which make up
86 per cent of the population.

This map shows the top 13
Muslim countries.
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basmala the first verse of the first Suran of the Koran
caliphs leaders of Muslim nations

circumcised where the foreskin is removed from the penis
co”S!‘CSc\tiOHS

groups of people meeting to worship Allah
fasting not eating, or eating very little

Gregorian calendar  the most widely-used calendar

in the world, based on the
cycle of the Sun

henna a reddish dye made from the leaves of the henna plant

hypocrites people who pretend to believe in something to hide
their real beliefs

idols images used as objects of worship
Kaaba the most sacred shrine in Islam, located in Mecca and
said to contain a rock from the altar built by the prophet }
Abraham 3
Last Prophet the last person through whom Allah speaks, after which BE N
there will be no other N,
mahr a gift, often of money, that a Muslim man must give to his V / \

wife and can never ask for back
Mecca the home of Islam

Middle East the area around the eastern Mediterranean, from Turkey
to northern Africa and eastward to Iran

orally spoken, rather than written
pilgrimage a journey, usually a long one, made to a sacred place
Ramadan the ninth month in the Muslim calendar
scriptures sacred writings :

peeches that explain sections of the Koran and advise
e rs how to use the teachings in their daily lives
shroud od around a body before it is buried
soul
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